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PARISH OFFICE (RECTORY) HOURS

Office: (626) 284-8333 Fax: (626) 282-4459

Pastor: Fr. Thai Le
(ext. 110) Email: frthaile@yahoo.com

Deacon Couple: Rogelio and Emilia Garcia
626-705-1072 Email: rogelio.emilia@hotmail.com

Safeguard the Children Contact: Gabriella Ramos
(ext. 139) Email: stmdrealhambra@gmail.com

Director of Catechetical Sunday School : Gabriella Ramos
(ext. 139) Email: stmdrealhambra@gmail.com

Mon - Tue 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM Rectory Closed
Wed - Thu 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM Saturdays & Sundays
Fri 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM Lunch Break
Sat Closed Noon-1:00 PM
Sun Closed Mon-Thu
PASTOR
Father Thai Le
Fifth Sunday of Lent — March 17, 2024

PARISH STAFF WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Confessions
Saturdays 4:00 PM to 4:30 PM—Church
No Corlfessions March 23 and March 30

Masses
Tuesday - Saturday  8:30 AM
Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday English 8:00 AM, 9:15 AM, & Noon
Sunday Spanish 10:30 AM

Youth Ministry & Confirmation Coordinator: Francisco Ramos
626-808-8033 Email: 01fdrt@gmail.com

Parish Secretary: Gabriella Ramos

(ext. 112) Email: stm_secretary@live.com

Bookkeeper: Jacob Mares
Email: j.m.stm.acct@gmail.com

Baptism % Funeral < Quinceafiera <Wedding

Contact the Parish Office (@ 626-284-8333
UPCOMING EVENTS

EVENT
See Page 2 for Details

LOCATION

SCHOOL STAFF

School Office: (626) 284-5778 Fax: (626) 284-3303

Lent Stations of the Cross Church/

Fridays 6 PM Lent Soup Supper Hall

Lent Lenten Spiritual Series Church/
Schedule on Page 2 Hall

Principal: Ms. Melissa Witty
Secretary: Laura Ceballos ext. 129
School Website: www.stmcsa.org

School Email: mwitty@stmfalcons.net

www.stmcatholicalhambra.org




Fifth Sunday of Lent

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
& SOUP SUPPER 2024

Stations of the Cross: Fridays at 6:00pm followed by Soup Supper
March 22: STM School/ Filipino Ministry

HOLY WEEX/ EASTER SCHEDULE
March 24, 2024

Palm Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM
Sunday English: 8:00 AM, 9:15 AM, and Noon
Spanish: 10:30 AM
There are no morning masses on Holy Thursday, Good
H01y Week Friday, and Holy Saturday.
March 28, 2024, 7:00 PM. Bilingual
HOly Liturgy of the LORD’S Supper, Washing of the feet,
Thursda Procession, and trangfer qf the Blessed Sacrament gﬁer
y the Liturgy. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will
conclude at 11:00 PM in the Hall.
March 29, 2024
Good English: 3:00 PM — Span,lsh: 7:00 PM
. Celebration of the LORD’S Passion
Friday

Liturgy of the Word, Veneration of the Cross, and Holy
Communion

March 30, 2024, 7:00 PM

Service qf the Light, Liturgy qf the Word, Sacraments qf
Easter Vigil Initiation, and Liturgy of the Eucharist.

and Holy -Easter Vigil-

Saturday The principal celebration of the Lord’s resurrection. It is
also the chance for the community to welcome Newly
Baptized Members into our midst.

Solemnity of The Lord’s Resurrection
March 31, 2024
English: 8:00 AM, 9:15 AM & 12:00 PM

Easter

Sunday

Spanish: 10:30 AM

HOLY LAND EMERGENCY RELIEF COLLECTION

Thank you to everyone who joined us for the Holy Land
Emergency Relief Collection on March 9th-10th. Your gen-
erosity and heartfelt donations are a testament to the com-
passion and solidarity of our community. The prayers and
contributions you provided will bring much-needed support
to our brothers and sisters facing crisis in the Holy Land.

THANKS FOR LAST WEEX'’S SOUP SUPPER
Eucharistic Ministers/ Altar Servers/ Youth Band

Our heartfelt appreciation goes to Eucharistic Minister, Al-
tar Servers, and Youth Band for the Lenten Soup Supper on
March 15. Your dedication and service brought our commu-
nity closer in fellowship and faith.

March 17, 2024

SAVE THE DATE - LENTEN SESSIONS

Wednesday, March 20th, 7:00 PM—Church
Fr. Thai Le: Overcoming Life’s Challenges
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hes _ In Loving Memory )

Ms. Laura Ceballos

December I7, 1963
March 9. 2024

In memory, you will always be alive,
and we
) can see your smile
in the sunshine.

/ / Beloved daughter, sister, iriend, \
colleague, godmother, and aunt

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC
SCHOOL
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CURRENT ACCEPTING INTENT FORMS

s Full Day

+ Safe Environment
Professional Te_achers and Staff
Excellent Curriculum

CPR & First Aide Certified
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-

| HDRE INFDHMATID_h-I COMING SD;N|
Contact: (626)284-5778

Please share this awesome information
with family, friends, and community




Fifth Sunday of Lent

Mass Schedule and Intentions

Saturday, March 16, 2024
8:30 AM Fr. Thai

5:00 PM Fr. Thai
Sunday, March 17, 2024

Nita Moralda: Healing
Lau Chia Kwant Valentine Maresf

8:00 AM Fr. Thai Anna Buif, Patrick Yiuf
9:15 AM  Fr. Thai Malisa Muratot
Damian B F
10:30 AM Msgr. Lorenzo amian OS,CO rar?queZT .
Juan Antonio Garcia: Healing
12:00 PM  Fr. Thai Rosa Ramirez}

Monday, March 18, 2024 - Private Mass
Tuesday, March 19, 2024
8:30 AM  Fr. Thai
Wednesday, March 20, 2024
8:30 AM  Fr. Thai Manuel Viaest
Thursday, March 21, 2024
8:30 AM  Fr. Donovan
Friday, March 22, 2024
8:30 AM  Fr. Thai
Saturday, March 23, 2024
8:30 AM  Fr. Thai
5:00 PM  Fr. Thai
Sunday, March 24, 2024
8:00 AM Fr. Leo
9:15 AM  Fr. Thai
10:30 AM  Fr. Prudencio
12:00 PM  Fr. Thai

Norma Tanf}

Rosa Ramirezf, Rob Johnson: Intentions
Arlene Andrewt

Lau Chia Kwant
The Ramos Family

Anna Buit, Patrick Yiuf
Malisa Murato¥
Domingo Leyvaf

Pete Tirref

Affordable Catholic Education
and Tuition Assistance

St. Thomas More School
Preschool—8th Grade Enrollment
= Quality Education with Updated Curriculum
= Affordable Tuition and Sibling Discounts

= In-Person Learning with great Student : Teacher Ratio
For information and registration, visit our website:

www.stmcsa.org

Collections for March 10, 2024

Thank You!
Envelopes Loose Total
Sunday Masses ~ $2,942.00 $821.00  $3,763.00
By Mail and Online ~ $1,652.35 $1,652.35
Building Fund ~ $1,755.00 $1,755.00
STM School $15.00 $15.00
Totals:  $6,364.35 $821.00 $7,185.35

March 17, 2024

Please Pray for the Sick

M Jacob Mares
Bruno Molina
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A Hector Alatorre
George Astacio

B Frances Basurto Nita Moralda
Paul Beers Renne Moralda

C Jessica Cerda N Rolando Nabong
Joan Cervantes Martha Negrete

Martha Duran Contreras O Vince O'Boyle
D Sandra D'Arche P Dora Palacio
Carol De Alaiza Eusebio Pantig

Ronnie De La Cruz Fernando Parra

Luz Dicioco Albert Pelaez Jr.
Sr Grace DelLeon Anthony Pelaez
Mary Ellen De Santos Holly Hoa Phan

Deon Duran R Lucy Roldan
S Ray Salazar
Mike Stauffer

Angie Stockwell

Patrice Durden
F Jennifer Flores

G Isaiah Gutierrez

H Suzanne Halder Jeff Storey
L Daniel Laroiza T Cedric Tan
Pauline Lemire Sheng Tung Tan

Gerardo Lira Mercede Topete
V Gabriel & Socorro Valenzuela
Therese Vu

Z. Pete Zenzola

Maria Luna
MBrittney Magsino
Lupe Macias

By for the Dead

w" :f;‘%&. .w

Jaura (Ceballos Patricia Jaurequi
Yanette ) Apche oony Juna
Sara Estrada Roglio Muiioz
Sonny Grernandez Malisa Murato
Yack Frife PBetty I, Murray
Mary Song ‘Helen Ramos
Dolores (zarcia  Michael Christopher Romano
Yessie I, (suerra Marlena (Iranga
8ack ‘Hogan Bob Westgate



PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS

Father, in every generation you provide ministers of Christ and the Church.
We come before you now, asking that you call forth more men to serve our Archdiocese in the ministerial priesthood.

Give us priests who will lead and guide your holy people
gathered by Word and Sacrament.

Bless us with priestly vocations so that we can contin-
ue to be a truly Eucharistic Church, strengthened in our
discipleship of Jesus Christ, your Only Son.

Raise up, we pray, men who are generous in their ser- =
vice, willing to offer their lives and all their gifts for your < /Z

greater glory and for the good of your people.

We make our prayer in the presence and power of
the Holy Spirit, through Christ, Our Lord.

Amen.
LAVOCATIONS.ORG
OVERCOMING LIFE'S CHALLENGES
MANAGING NEGATIVE EMOTIONS
Fr.Thai Le Wednesday, March 20 7:00 PM — 8:30 PM St. Thomas More—Church

In this session, Fr. Thai will address how to
cope with life's adversities and control
negative emotions. He will explore strate-
gies to learn from adverse outcomes, plan
for the future, and avoid repeating past
mistakes. Fr. Thai will share essential ap-
proaches to maintaining balance and posi-
tivity when faced with challenging

thoughts and feelings.



ifth Sunday of Lent March 17, 2024 Reflections

Pl b e

The Catholic Church holds steadfast in its belief that God is the creator of Adam, Eve, and the
universe. When humanity's first parents defied God, they severed their foundational bond with
Him. Their act of disobedience led to dire consequences, forcing them to forsake the "old para-
dise" for a world that was unfamiliar, hostile, and fraught with suffering.

The prophet Jeremiah, in the first reading, recounts how God liberated the Israclites from slavery
and forged a covenant to designate them as His chosen people. Despite this, the Israelites deviated, turning to deities
that catered to their whims. Their rebellion resulted in exile from their homeland or subjugation by foreign powers.

Yet, God remained with their descendants, initiating a new covenant. The second reading portrays this New Covenant,
facilitated by Jesus Christ, as a renewed bond between God and humanity. Through His obedience, sacrifice, and ad-
herence, Christ narrows the divide, drawing humanity closer to God. Paul reiterates that Christ, embodying the Son of
God and the High Priest, intercedes for believers through His prayers and sacrifices.

The notion of obedience, while challenging to grasp, is pivotal in molding our beliefs, cooperation, and actions. While
some view disobedience as crucial for human advancement, others argue that obedience is vital for preserving order.
Disobedience, seen as rebellion, can foster anger and resentment. Yet, certain religious practices demonstrate that de-

fying state authorities or rulers can align with following one's moral compass.

In everyday life, we adhere to rules like traffic laws to avoid penalties. In crises, we follow directives from professionals
like police or firefighters. Motivated by external pressures, this obedience often lacks joy and doesn't reflect our true
selves. Hence, recognizing our authentic identity and placing our trust in Jesus, our Savior is paramount. Jesus exem-
plifies the virtue of obedience from the heart, which, rooted in our conscience, is not submission but an affirmation of

our values.

Our conscience acts as a guide, a compass or light that helps us navigate life's complexities toward the essence of who
we truly are and the values we hold dear. It directs us to the Giver of the Commandments, allowing us to discover our
purpose and make decisions that resonate with our core beliefs. This journey towards authenticity and fulfillment is
illuminated further in today's gospel, where Jesus' adherence to God's voice, even during His gravest trials, brings sal-
vation to believers. Similarly, God communicates with us, leading us towards the New Covenant. Through Jesus, we

experience God's love and grace, transforming into the individuals He wants us to be.

Resisting the world's distractions and orienting our hearts towards God is imperative. Our ancestors strayed from
God's path, seduced by the alluring voices of temptation. The consequences of sin impaired their ability to discern His
voice. We are called to prevent this error from being repeated. Listening for God's voice and adhering to His com-
mandments is crucial. In His infinite wisdom, God created us with an understanding of our vulnerabilities — our
tendencies to falter under temptation and be swayed by earthly desires and power. He is aware that the weight of sin
results in guilt that can resonate within us, disturbing our conscience and making it difficult for us to hear and obey His

nurturing voice.

The disobedience of our ancestors led to the loss of our privilege and an abundance of pain and suffering. However,
through Jesus” unwavering obedience, our dignity was not merely restored but elevated to new paradise. The Season of
Lent marks a time for returning and rediscovering our true selves. It is a period to nourish our inner spirit through
charity, prayer, devotion, and participation in the sacraments. This engagement enables us to discern God's voice reso-
nating within our conscience, steering us toward His divine will. Consequently, God's voice becomes the most com-
manding presence in our lives, guiding us to a life of purpose, meaning, and fulfillment—precisely as He wants for us.

God bless!
Fr. Thai Le



V Domingo de Cuaresma Marzo 17, 2024 Reflexiones
;Hola!

La Iglesia Catolica se mantiene firme en su creencia de que Dios es el creador de Adan, Eva y el universo. Cuando los pri-
meros padres de la humanidad desafiaron a Dios, rompieron su vinculo fundamental con El. Su acto de desobediencia tuvo
consecuencias nefastas, obligandolos a abandonar el "viejo paraiso" por un mundo desconocido, hostil y plagado de su-
frimiento.

El profeta Jeremias, en la primera lectura, relata como Dios libero a los israelitas de la esclavitud y forjo una alianza para
designarlos como su pueblo elegido. A pesar de esto, los israclitas se desviaron y recurrieron a deidades que atendian sus
caprichos. Su rebelion resulto en el exilio de su patria o el sometimiento por potencias extranjeras.

Sin embargo, Dios permanecio con sus descendientes, iniciando un nuevo pacto. La segunda lectura retrata esta Nueva
Alianza, facilitada por Jesucristo, como un vinculo renovado entre Dios y la humanidad. A través de su obediencia, sacrifi-
cio y adhesion, Cristo reduce la division y acerca a la humanidad a Dios. Pablo reitera que Cristo, encarnando al Hijo de
Dios y Sumo Sacerdote, intercede por los creyentes a traves de Sus oraciones y sacrificios.

La nocion de obediencia, aunque dificil de entender, es fundamental para moldear nuestras creencias, cooperacion y ac-
ciones. Mientras que algunos consideran que la desobediencia es crucial para el avance humano, otros sostienen que la obe-
diencia es vital para preservar el orden. La desobediencia, vista como rebelion, puede fomentar la ira y el resentimiento.
Sin embargo, ciertas practicas religiosas demuestran que desafiar a las autoridades o gobernantes estatales puede alinearse
con seguir la propia brajula moral.

En la vida cotidiana, cumplimos reglas como las leyes de transito para evitar sanciones. En crisis, seguimos directivas de
profesionales como la policia o los bomberos. Motivada por presiones externas, esta obediencia a menudo carece de
alegria y no refleja nuestro verdadero yo. Por lo tanto, reconocer nuestra identidad auténtica y poner nuestra confianza en
Jests, nuestro Salvador es primordial. Jests ejemplifica la virtud de la obediencia de corazon, que, arraigada en nuestra
conciencia, no es sumision sino afirmacion de nuestros valores.

Nuestra conciencia actia como una guia, una brgjula o una luz que nos ayuda a navegar por las complejidades de la vida
hacia la esencia de quienes somos realmente y los valores que apreciamos. Nos dirige al Dador de los Mandamientos, per-
mitiéndonos descubrir nuestro proposito y tomar decisiones que resuenan con nuestras creencias fundamentales. Este viaje
hacia la autenticidad y la plenitud se ilumina ain mas en el evangelio de hoy, donde la adhesion de Jests a la voz de Dios,
incluso durante Sus pruebas mas graves, trae salvacion a los creyentes. De la misma manera, Dios se comunica con no-
sotros, conduciéndonos hacia la Nueva Alianza. A traves de Jests, experimentamos el amor y la gracia de Dios, trans-
formandonos en las personas que £l quiere que seamos.

Es imperativo resistir las distracciones del mundo y orientar nuestro corazon hacia Dios. Nuestros antepasados se desvia-
ron del camino de Dios, seducidos por las seductoras voces de la tentacion. Las consecuencias del pecado afectaron su ca-
pacidad de discernir Su voz. Estamos llamados a evitar que este error se repita. Escuchar la voz de Dios y adherirse a Sus
mandamientos es crucial. En Su infinita sabiduria, Dios nos cre6 con una comprension de nuestras vulnerabilidades: nues-
tras tendencias a vacilar ante la tentacion y a dejarnos llevar por los deseos y el poder terrenales. El es consciente de que el
peso del pecado resulta en una culpa que puede resonar dentro de nosotros, perturbando nuestra conciencia y haciendonos
dificil escuchar y obedecer su voz reconfortante.

La desobediencia de nuestros antepasados provoco la pérdida de nuestros privilegios y una gran cantidad de dolor y su-
frimiento. Sin embargo, gracias a la inquebrantable obediencia de Jesus, nuestra dignidad no solo fue restaurada sino eleva-
da a un nuevo paraiso. El Tiempo de Cuaresma marca un tiempo para regresar y redescubrir nuestro verdadero yo. Es un
periodo para nutrir nuestro espiritu interior a través de la caridad, la oracion, la devocion y la participacion en los sacra-
mentos. Este compromiso nos permite discernir la voz de Dios que resuena en nuestra conciencia y nos dirige hacia Su
voluntad divina. En consecuencia, la voz de Dios se convierte en la presencia mas imponente en nuestras vidas, guiandonos
hacia una vida con proposito, significado y realizacion, precisamente como £l quiere para nosotros.

iDios los bendiga!
P. Thai Le



